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Due to the COVID-19 School Closure as mandated by the Governor, the  

Roanoke County School Board motioned to waive Policy 6.19 which states:  

all students enrolled in Pre-AP or AP English classes in grades 6-12 will read at 

least two books the summer preceding the beginning of the advanced class. 

 

The main purpose of the Roanoke County Summer Reading Program is to instill 

a love and desire to read, while improving reading and comprehension skills.  

“According to the School Library Journal, those who participate not only     

mitigate any summer learning loss, but they even show gains” (Terry).  It is now 

more important than ever to keep our students reading and learning during this 

unprecedented time in our nation’s history.  Roanoke County Public Schools 

developed a Summer Reading Opportunity in which all students can participate.  

While the opportunity is optional, we encourage students to pick up a good 

book this summer and reap the benefits of reading.  
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The Six Benefits of  

Summer Reading Programs  

 Improve Reading Skills 

 Increase Desire to Read 

 Improve Self-Esteem 

 Neutralize Summer Learning Loss  

 Improve Comprehension  

 Improve Memory 

 

DETAILS 

All Roanoke County students grades 6-12 will have the opportunity 

to read a novel over the summer and complete one of the project 

options. 

 

Students may select a book from the suggested reading list OR a 

book of their choice, with parent approval. Please assist your child 

in making a choice that is appropriate for his or her reading and 

maturity level. 

 Students who choose to complete the Summer 

Reading Opportunity will receive extra credit to 

be applied to their first quarter grade.  

 All projects must be handed in or submitted 

digitally to the student’s teacher by Monday, 

August 17th, 2020.  

Option 1: The Book Review 

(Fiore) 

Create a book review for your novel. Include a summary of the text, then tell the 

audience whether you would or would not recommend the novel and why.         

Be sure to include a star-rating. 

Be sure to include the following elements:  

 Hook:  Include the title, author, and genre of the novel. End your first paragraph 

with a hook or cliffhanger to draw in the reader of your review.  

 Setting: Where and when does the story take place? Are there any special or super-

natural locations?  

 Plot: Provide a BRIEF summary of the novel; however, do not give any spoilers!  

 Conclusion: Would you recommend this book? Why or why not? What type of read-

er would love this book?  

 Star Rating:  Do not forget to put a star-rating on your review.  Please use the rating 

system provided.  



Option #2: The Film Director  

You are the director of the movie version of your novel! Make a presentation with pictures and explanations on either a half-poster 

board OR using a digital program such as Microsoft Sway or PowerPoint.  

  You must cast actors for each of the characters. 
 Who would you cast for each role and why? 
 Print, draw pictures, or add image to a digital 

presentation of the actors and actresses you 

choose. 
If a movie has been made for the novel you chose, please  

choose a new cast for a remake. 

 
 What type of set(s) would you need to create? 

 Include locations, if applicable. 
 Print, draw pictures, or add images to a digital 

presentation of the sets and/or locations you 

choose 

 
 Directors are notorious for making changes to our favorite 

novels.  What changes would you make in the movie  
       version of your book?  Why are they necessary?  

 Decide on at least one major change and one   

minor change for the movie. 
 Major:  Cutting a major character or a scene, 

changing the appearance of a major character,  

changing the end, adding a character or scene,  

adjusting the time period, adding a new twist, etc. 
 Minor:  Cutting a minor character, changing the 

location of a scene to cut production costs, cut 

unnecessary scenes/dialogue, etc. 

 

 What song would you choose as a theme song?  
   (Must be school appropriate) 

 Include song lyrics and an a 3-4 sentence explana-

tion of why the song is perfect for the film. 

 
 An Easter egg in a book to film presentation is a small de-

tail, hidden reference, or inside joke the only true fans of 

the novel would “get.”   
 Think about how you would give a nod or salute 

to the book’s fans and add at least one Easter egg 

in your film adaptation.  List where the Easter egg 
will be and why it is important to the film. 

 Examples: 
 In Marvel films, Stan Lee (RIP) always 

made an appearance as an “extra” and he 

often had a humorous one-liner. 

 In Harry Potter Films, the director 

worked with J.K. Rowling to hide       

symbolic items throughout the films. 

Option #3: Brochure Breakdown  

Your task is to construct a six--panel brochure OR an eight-slide digital presentation in PowerPoint that breaks down the major ideas 
and elements of  the novel you read. 

1. Fold a piece of 8 ½” X 11” (or larger) paper into three equal sections or use PowerPoint. 
2. Create specific sections of the brochure to describe the book elements listed below.                                                                

   You may split them up as you wish, but make sure you have included the following: 

 Main Character(s):  
 Who is he/she? What is he/she like? Include a drawing/illustration/picture of the main character(s). 

 
 Secondary Characters:   

 Who are they? What are they like? 
 Setting:   

 Where and when does the story take place AND how do these elements affect the characters, their problems, or 

their decisions?  
 Include a drawing/illustration/picture of the setting. 

 Conflict:  
  What is the main character’s problem(s)?  
  Include a drawing/illustration/picture that represents the conflict of the story. 

 Theme:  
 What did the author want to teach you about life through the struggles of the main character?  
 Which TWO events most helped you to learn this lesson?  Include a drawing/illustration/picture that represents 

the theme of the story. 

 Review:  

 Did you like the book? What was your favorite part?  

 Who would you recommend this book to? 


